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Frank Lloyd Wright - Prairie Concept

In excerpts from the original text for the Wasmuth Portfolio: Studies and Executed Buildings by Frank Lloyd Wright 
(Berlin, 1910, pages 14, 15, 16), Frank Lloyd Wright describes the Prairie Style:

“The horizontal line is the line of domesticity.”

The virtue of the horizontal lines is respectfully invoked in these buildings. The inches in height gain tremendous 
force compared with any practicable spread upon the ground.

To Europeans these buildings on paper seem uninhabitable; but they derive height and air by quite other means, 
and respect an ancient tradition, the only one here in America worthy of respect--the prairie. In considering the 
forms and types of these structures, the fact that they are nearly buildings for the prairie should be borne in mind; 
the gently rolling or level prairies of the Middle West; the great levels where every detail of elevation becomes 
exaggerated; every tree a tower above the great calm plains of its flowered surfaces as they lie serene beneath a 
wonderful sweep of sky. The natural tendency of every ill-considered thing is to detach itself and stick out like a 
sore thumb in surroundings by nature perfectly quiet. All unnecessary heights have for that reason and for other 
reasons economic been eliminated, and a more intimate relation with out-door environment sought to compensate 
for loss of height.

So the forms and the supervisions and refinements of the forms are, perhaps, more elemental in character than has 
hitherto been the case in highly developed architecture. To be lived with, the ornamental forms of one’s environ-
ment should be designed to wear well, which means they must have absolute repose and make no especial claim 
upon attention; to be removed as far from realistic tendencies as a sense of reality can take them. Good colors, soft 
textures, living materials, the beauty of the materials revealed and utilized in the scheme, these are the means of 
decoration considered purely as such.

And it is quite impossible to consider the building one thing and its furnishing another, its setting and environment 
still another. In the spirit in which these buildings are conceived, these are all one thing, to be foreseen and provid-
ed for in the nature of the structure. They are all mere structural details of its character and completeness. Heating 
apparatus, lighting fixtures, the very chairs and tables, cabinets and musical instruments, where practicable, are of 
the building itself. Nothing of appliances or fixtures is admitted purely as such where circumstances permit the full 
development of the building scheme.

Floor coverings and hangings are as much a part of the house as the plaster on the walls or the tiles on the roof. 
This feature of development has given most trouble, and so far is the least satisfactory to myself, because of dif-
ficulties inherent in the completeness of conception and execution necessary. To make these elements sufficiently 
light and graceful and flexible features of an informal use of an abode requires much more time and thought and 
money than are usually forthcoming. But it is approached by some later structures more nearly, and in time it will 
be accomplished. It is still in a comparatively primitive stage of development; yet radiators have disappeared, light-
ing fixtures are incorporated, floor coverings and hangings are easily made to conform. But chairs and tables and 
informal articles of use are still at large in most cases, although designed in feeling with the building.
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To thus make of a dwelling place a complete work of art, in itself as expressive and beautiful and more intimately 
related to life than anything of detached sculpture or painting, lending itself freely and suitably to the individual 
needs of the dwellers, an harmonious entity, fitting in color, pattern and nature the utilities, and in itself really an 
expression of them in character -- this is the modern American opportunity. Once founded, this will become a tradi-
tion, a vast step in advance of the day when a dwelling was an arrangement of separate rooms, mere chambers 
to contain aggregations of furniture, the utility comforts not present. An organic entity this, as contrasted with the 
aggregation: surely a higher ideal of unity, a higher and more intimate working out of the expression of one’s life in 
one’s environment. One thing instead of many things; a great thing instead of a collection of smaller ones.
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